
MATHEMATICS AND READING
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The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) measures the progress 
of our nation’s 4th- and 8th-graders in mathematics and reading every two years.  
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8th-graders made gains 
in reading, while 4th-grade 

scores remained flat
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4th- and 8th-graders made 
gains in mathematics
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Students at or above the Proficient level on NAEP demonstrate solid academic performance and competency over challenging subject matter. 
 
 

Are students making progress? 
Yes. Overall, students have made gains since the 1990s.

R E A D I N G  T R E N D  L I N E S



Which racial/ethnic groups are making gains? 
Most have made gains.
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R E A D I N G  S C O R E  C H A N G E S
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White
4th- and 8th-graders

made gains in reading
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Asian/Pacific 
Islander

4th-graders made 
larger gains in reading than 

the overall 4th-grade gain
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Black
4th-graders made 

larger gains in 
mathematics than 

the overall 4th-grade gain

E X P L O R E  F U R T H E R

Are other student groups making progress? How are states performing?
For answers, visit The Nation’s Report Card.
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Hispanic
4th- and 8th-grader

made gains 
in mathematics 

s
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American Indian/
Alaska Native 
8th-graders made gains 

in mathematics

http://nationsreportcard.gov/reading_math_2013



